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Correspondence from AMO Re: AMO Policy Update.

a) Provincial Budget Spending Priorities and Build Canada Homes
Operational Funding.

b) Funding Development Charge Reductions under the Canada-Ontario
Partnership to Build & Bill 98 Building Homes and Improving
Transportation Infrastructure Act.

c) Regional Governance Changes, Finalized Buy Ontario Directive, AMO
Briefing on Canada-Ontario Partnership to Build, OEB Consultations on
Natural Gas Franchise Agreements, Northlander Rideshare Pilot,
Wildland Fire Management.

Correspondence from AMCTO Re: Advocacy Update.

a) Budget Package Includes a Win for AMCTO Advocacy as Province
Announces Changes to MFIPPA.

b) Province Announces Changes to Upper-Tier Composition & Gives Regional
Chairs ‘Strong Chair’ Powers.

Correspondence from the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing Re:
Building Homes and Improving Infrastructure Act, 2026 (Bill 98).

Correspondence from the Town Clerk, Town of Lincoln Re: Request to the
Province of Ontario to Extend the Deadline for Notices of Intention to
Designate Listed Heritage Properties.

Correspondence from the Deputy Clerk, Town of Saugeen Shores Re:
Architectural Conservancy of Ontario Proposal to include $10M per year in the
2026 Provincial Budget for Heritage Helping Housing Grant Funding.

Correspondence from the Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands
Re: Chip-and-Tar Surface Treatment.

Correspondence from the Deputy Clerk, Township of Brudenell, Lyndoch and
Raglan Re: Provincial Bail Notification Program.

Correspondence from the Principal, Practice Leader Advocacy and Tax Policy
Canada, Ryan ULC Re: Unfreeze Ontario — The Cost of Inaction.



AMO Policy Update - Provincial Budget Spending Priorities
and Build Canada Homes Operational Funding

Top Insights

e Provincial budget provides new funding for supportive housing, core and
recreational infrastructure, and extends HST exemption for all new
homes.

e AMO is calling on the provincial government to work with the federal
government to commit operating funding to fully leverage federal Build
Capital Homes capital investments in supportive and transitional housing.

Provincial Budget Stays The Course and Includes Millions in
Municipal Infrastructure Funding

Ontario's Fiscal and Economic Outlook

Ontario’s Minister of Finance introduced the 2026 Ontario Budget, A Plan to
Protect Ontario. The economic backdrop of this year’s budget is largely
unchanged from last year. Heightened trade and geopolitical tension, along
with slower economic and population growth will contribute to a softer
labour market in 2026. Economic growth is projected to be on par with last
year, with real GDP forecasted to reach 1.1%. Inflation continues to trend
down from its COVID peak and is now within the Bank of Canada’s target of
2%. The deficit is projected to increase by $1.5 billion to $13.8 billion as
part of the province’s plan to create a fiscal buffer to absorb potential
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softening of the economy. As a result of these spending decisions, a
balanced budget isn’t anticipated until 2028.

244 Billion in Program Spending and Tax Holiday for New Housin

Against this economic backdrop, the province is staying the course in its
spending priorities, which totals $244 billion (an increase of $10 billion from
last year). Many spending priorities are a continuation of commitments
made in the Fall Economic Statement. The focus now is on getting funding
out the door and into the hands of families, businesses, and municipalities.
To address cost-of-living and housing affordability concerns, which continues
to be top of mind for Ontarians, the province is holding the line on taxes and
program spending cuts. The province’s proposal to exempt all new housing
from the HST, for a one-year period, is action on its commitment to make
housing more affordable.

The proposal comes into effect on April 1st and will remain in place for one
year. The 8% tax vacation builds upon the government’s October 2025
proposal to exempt or reduce the provincial portion of the HST for first time
homebuyers that are purchasing homes valued at $1.5 million or less.
Wednesday’s proposal extends to all new homes valued up to $1.85 million
and now includes existing homeowners.

The federal government is also proposing to cost-share in this tax holiday by
covering the federal 5% portion of the HST. The province estimates this
$2.2 billion in tax relief could create an additional 8,000 housing units,
support up to 21,000 jobs and grow Ontario’s GDP by $2.7 billion.

Budget Supports Some of AMO’s Priorities

In our pre-budget submission, Partnering to Protect Ontario's Communities,
AMO called on the province to continue prioritizing housing-enabling
infrastructure spending, paying its share of health and social services that
are provincial responsibilities, and taking concrete actions to end chronic
homelessness.



https://t.e2ma.net/click/q3cy2m/2ss41dbf/u22o5z
https://t.e2ma.net/click/q3cy2m/2ss41dbf/av3o5z
https://t.e2ma.net/click/q3cy2m/2ss41dbf/av3o5z
https://t.e2ma.net/click/q3cy2m/2ss41dbf/qn4o5z

Today’s budget includes some important funding for our sector. This is a
step in the right direction for improving municipal fiscal health. Supportive
housing is getting a $53 million injection over 3 years. Funding for existing
programs for core, recreation, and transit infrastructure is increasing by
$360 million. While $2.3 billion in net new spending is going towards
hospitals, home and community care, and long-term care, there are no
corresponding changes to local share requirements for hospital
development.

New Spending Breakdowns By Areas

Infrastructure:

e $15 million in annual funding for the Northern Ontario Resource
Development Support Fund, to enable investments in core assets such
as roads and bridges.

e A $15 million top-up over three years for the Ontario Transit
Investment Fund.

o A $300 million top-up over six years for the Community Sport and
Recreation Infrastructure Fund to repair, upgrade or build new sports
and recreation facilities.

Health and Social Services:

« Spending growth on hospitals ($1.1 billion), home and community
care ($1.1 billion over three years), and long-term care ($139.4
million) but no changes to local share requirements for hospital
development.

o $53 million over 3 years for supportive housing. While this is a good
start, AMO has advocated for the province to provide matching
operational investments to fully leverage federal capital funding for
supportive and transitional housing through Build Canada Homes.



Emergency and Protection Services:

While the budget did not include any significant announcements that would
help municipalities manage the rapidly growing costs of emergency services,
it did include some targeted investments:

« Fire Protection Grant - Maintaining the $20 million in enhanced
funding for the 2026-27 grant cycle. The funding is aimed at
supporting municipal fire departments to access the infrastructure and
protective equipment they need to respond to local needs.

« Basic Constable Training — Extending the removal of tuition fees for
the program at the Ontario Police College for an additional three years
to support police services in their efforts to recruit and train more
police officers.

Unlocking Build Canada Homes Funding for Transitional and
Supportive Housing

AMO and municipal partners have called on the province to provide the
operational funding needed to unlock federal capital from Build Canada
Homes.

The federal government has earmarked $1 billion nation-wide to create new
supportive and transitional housing for people experiencing or at risk of
homelessness. If Ontario received its per capita share, this could result in
more than 1,200 new units in Ontario. Realizing this opportunity requires a
provincial commitment of $62 million in annual operating investment.
Because Build Canada Homes requires operating funding guarantees at the
application stage, a firm provincial commitment is the essential ‘key’ to
unlocking this federal capital.

An online version of this Policy Update is also available on the AMO Website.
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AMO Policy Update - Funding Development Charge Reductions
under the Canada-Ontario Partnership to Build & Bill 98 Building
Homes and Improving Transportation Infrastructure Act

Top Insights

e Federal and Ontario governments announce
initiative to lower development charges with an $8.8 billion
investment.

e Provincial bill focuses on increasing housing supply and moving
goods and people across the province faster. Key areas of

change directly impacting the municipal sector are land-use planning,
development charges, municipal services corporations, communal
systems, Building Code, and transit system integration and innovation.

Canada-Ontario Partnership to Build

Yesterday, Premier Ford and Prime Minister Carney signed the “"Canada-
Ontario Partnership to Build” in support of shared goals to strengthen
national and provincial economies by:

o Building more homes faster to make housing more affordable.
Initiatives included joint funding to reduce Ontario municipal
development charges (DCs) and the HST tax vacation for new
homes announced last week.
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« Getting shovels in the ground on select transit projects including ALTO
and various projects across the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area
(GTHA).

The provincial and federal governments made coordinated announcements.

AMO members share the provincial and federal governments’ commitment
to accelerating housing and infrastructure development to support housing
affordability and economic growth, and we are pleased to see new initiatives
come with funding.

Reducing Development Charges

The Building Communities Strong Fund (BCSF) provincial-territorial stream
will provide $8.8 billion in cost-matched federal and provincial investment
over ten years. This funding is focused on temporarily reducing or
maintaining low DCs.

Although announced yesterday, we understand the program design is in the
early stages and the full program parameters will be developed next. While
AMO has yet to see the details of the agreement, it’s positive that there
appears to be recognition that reduced municipal DCs need an offset from
other levels of government. Further, the province has indicated
infrastructure funding may be available for municipalities without DCs,
which supports equitable access.

The province has committed to working with AMO to design the program. As
part of this process, AMO will identify key questions requiring clarity such
as:

« What is the extent of the DC reductions? What are the mechanisms
for determining and applying them?

« What is the timing for both the DC reductions and the delivery of
offsetting funding?

o How will municipalities without DCs access this funding?
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We look forward to working with the province to develop an equitable,
efficient, and flexible program design that accounts for the diverse ways
municipalities fund growth and use DCs.

Building Homes and Improving Transportation Infrastructure Act

The province introduced its intention to move forward with 14 pieces of
legislative and regulatory amendments first introduced last year under Bill
17 Protect Ontario by Building Faster and Smarter Act, and Bill 60 Fighting
Delays, Building Faster Act. It's also proposing to consult on an additional
16 policy ideas. AMO continues to support the province’s goals of achieving
more consistent and timely approvals that deliver the housing and economic
projects Ontarians need while improving how people move across the
province.

A summary of province-wide and regional changes are provided below,
organized by housing and transit themes. Many of the adopted changes
address recommendations AMO raised in our Bill 17 and Bill 60 ERO
submissions. Examples include:

o Ensuring municipal service corporation water systems remain under
public ownership.

o Applying the same rigorous drinking water standards to private
communal systems as those required for municipal systems; this
ensures uniform standards and avoids costly upgrades should a
municipality ever assume responsibility for a private system.

« Relieving pressure on municipalities by having the province backstop
failed systems.

AMO will participate in the Bill’s public consultation process. AMO will also
work with the province to ensure municipalities have other opportunities to
provide expert insights for pending regulations.

Land-Use Planning Changes

i. Standardized official plans. A new simplified official plan format
that includes: a mandatory and standardized set of land-use
designations, and a common structure for table of contents and
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schedules. The Bill requires the new Official Plan format to be
used following the 2028 and 2029 implementation dates, ensuring no
impact on plans currently under development or approval.

ii. Site plan reforms. Prohibiting enhanced development standards.
Municipal standards beyond mandatory health and safety
requirements, such as soil composition and landscaping are
prohibited. The province will consult on the feedback process
governing site plan controls.

iii.  Minimum lot sizes. Introduce new legislative authority to set
provincial rules for minimum lot sizes for urban residential land
through regulation. Concurrently, the province is consulting on a
regulation that would set an approximately 175 square metre (1,884
square foot) minimum lot size standard.

iv. Encumbered parkland. Introduce a new framework that would allow
high-quality encumbered land to count towards parkland dedication
requirement. The framework would include publicly available spaces
such as courtyards.

v. Minister zoning orders (MZ0Os). Remove the legislative requirement
to post MZO amendments and revocations for public comment.
Substantive amendments that impact the functioning of MZOs will
continue to be posted for comment.

Development Charges (DC)

« New DC exemption for not-for-profit retirement homes, which provide
supportive housing for low-income seniors.

« New requirement to disclose DCs, taxes, and fees on home purchases
and sales agreements.

Municipal Services Corporations (MSC)

o Changes to the Water and Wastewater Public Corporations Act,
2025 that would enshrine, into law, public ownership of municipal
water and wastewater assets.



o Create a framework for wider MSC adoption.

Communal Water and Wastewater Systems

o Introduce a new regulatory framework for communal water and
wastewater systems. The framework encompasses standards for
municipal approval while addressing system operations, maintenance,
financial sustainability and water safety considerations including
instances where the province would act as a backstop when systems
fail, both operationally and financially.

Building Code Review

« A section-by-section review of the Building Code.

o Establishing an expert third-party advisory body — consisting of
engineering, construction and Code specialists — to identify where
rules can be modernized or streamlined.

Transit System Integration and Innovation

o Extend the One Fare program into Hamilton and Halton Region.
Introduce legislation to enable regulations that would allow for a
unified fare structure with common fares, discounts and free transfers
across transit systems in the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area.

o Northlander Rideshare program. Develop a framework to permit
rideshare services in communities along the Northlander corridor.

An online version of this Policy Update is also available on the AMO Website.
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AMO Policy Update — Regional Governance Changes, Finalized Buy
Ontario Directive, AMO Briefing on Canada-Ontario Partnership to
Build, OEB Consultations on Natural Gas Franchise Agreements,
Northlander Rideshare Pilot, Wildland Fire Management

Top Insights

e The province introduces legislation to appoint chairs for 5 regional
governments and the Warden of Simcoe County along with strong chair
powers, reduce the size of Simcoe and Niagara councils, and require other
regions to review their council composition following the 2026 election

e The province releases final Buy Ontario procurement rules for
municipalities that reflect AMO’s recommendations to provide clear
guidance and flexibility to meet local priorities. Supply Ontario is providing
guidance and training to support local rollout

e AMO is hosting a CAO townhall on April 9th to provide insights on
the Canada-Ontario Partnership to Build’s development charge deferral
initiative

e The Ontario Energy Board has launched a review of the Model Natural
Gas Franchise Agreement and is inviting municipalities to participate with
a deadline to register as an intervenor by April 20th

Item 1c




e The province is consulting on a pilot that would upload rideshare
regulation and oversight to the province along the Northlander Passenger
Train corridor

e The province announces enhancements to wildland fire management
and safety introduces a new regulatory framework for administrative
monetary penalties

Province Introduces Better Regional Governance Act

Today, the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing introduced the Better
Regional Governance Act, 2026 which proposes to changes to the
governance structure of Durham, Halton, Muskoka, Niagara, Peel, Simcoe,
Waterloo, and York including:

« Allowing the Minister to appoint upper-tier council and heads of council
with strong chair powers that mirror strong mayor powers

o Reduce Simcoe County Council from 32 to 17 members, and Niagara
Regional Council from 32 to 13 members with both councils composed
of the mayors of each lower-tier municipality plus the appointed head
of council

» Require all regional governments except Niagara to review their
council composition following the 2026 municipal election

« Develop a weighted voting framework for Niagara Regional Council

AMO will review the legislation and continues to encourage the province to
ensure that clarity on governance structures is in place before the opening of
nominations for the 2026 municipal elections.

Province Issues Municipal Buy Ontario Act Directives and Guidance

The Ministry of Public and Business Service Delivery and Procurement has
released its finalized Buy Ontario directive for the municipal sector on a new
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Buy Ontario website. The directive applies to light duty fleet vehicles, and
capital infrastructure procurement. It addresses many of the issues raised
by AMO during consultations including:

o Clear definitions of what is included under the directive and how
municipalities can apply preferential scoring when evaluating bids

« Flexibility to meet Buy Ontario Act requirements including:
o Exemptions for time sensitive, emergency purchasing

o A value-for-money exclusion when buying domestic goods or
services increases costs by 25% or more

o Flexibility to meet procurement rules tied to federal or provincial
funding programs

» Flexible options for smaller vendors to show how they meet the
directive’s goals

To support local rollout, Supply Ontario has posted Guidance Materials and is
accepting registration for training through the Buy Ontario website.

CAO Briefing on Canada-Ontario Partnership to Build Initiative

The province’s announcement earlier this week of the Canada-Ontario
Partnership to Build initiative has generated many questions and concerns
from the sector, especially on development charge (DC) reductions. AMO is
hosting a virtual briefing on this initiative on April 9th, 2026 from 2 pm to 3
pm for CAOs. At the meeting AMO will provide an update on what we know
to date about the DC reductions initiative and hear from sector officials your
top questions and concerns, with a focus on what'’s important for technical
program design.

Ontario Energy Board Launching Review of Model Natural Gas
Franchise Agreement
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The Ontario Energy Board (OEB) has launched a review of the Model
Franchise Agreement which sets standard terms between municipalities and
natural gas utilities for gas service. This review responds to recent municipal
concerns and will look at whether updates are needed including:

« Rules for easements including notice, access, and cost-sharing when a
road is being sold or closed

« How costs are shared when pipelines are relocated
« Requirements for removing decommissioned pipelines

« How any changes should be applied to existing agreements

To support municipal involvement in the review, the OEB has adopted AMO’s
recommendation and made a one-time exception to allow municipalities to
apply for cost awards to help cover participation costs. The OEB will hold a
virtual information session on April 15th, and municipalities wanting to
participate in the review must apply for intervenor status by April 20th.

Provincial Rideshare Pilot Consultation

The Ministry of Transportation is consulting on a rideshare pilot along the
Northlander Passenger Train corridor that would upload regulation of
rideshare services to the province. The pilot would set rules for rideshare
companies, drivers and vehicles for all municipalities within 30 kilometers of
Northlander train stations between Gravenhurst and Cochrane for one year.
Comments on the proposal are due to the province by April 10, 2026.

Lessons learned from this pilot may be used to expand rideshare regulation
to all communities. AMO is working with the province to understand how any
potential regulations may impact municipalities.

Ministry of Natural Resources Increases Staffing Levels for Wildland
Fire and Establishes Administrative Monetary Penalties (AMP)
Framework
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The Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) announced it will add an additional
68 permanent staff and increase compensation for critical staff, including
wildland firefighters, pilots and aircraft maintenance engineers. AMO
welcomes this announcement as it responds directly to recommendations we
made to the province that encouraged MNR to provide additional resources
to address challenges with recruitment and retention of its firefighters.

In addition to the new staffing measures, the province also introduced new
and amended regulations under the Wildland Fire Management Act to
establish a framework for issuing administrative monetary penalties (AMPs)
to encourage compliance with wildland fire safety requirements, effective
April 1, 2026. AMO previously expressed support for this measure in a letter
to the Ministers of Natural Resources and Attorney General, as the greater
use of AMPs can help alleviate the already overburdened provincial offences
court system.

An online version of this Policy Update is also available on the AMO Website.
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Advocacy Update

Learn more about our work as we
advocate on behalf of AMCTO members

March 27, 2026

Advocacy Update: Budget Package Includes a Win for AMCTO Advocacy as Province
Announces Changes to MFIPPA

On Thursday, March 26, Minister Bethlenfalvy introduced the 2026 Ontario Budget: A Plan
to Protect Ontario. As part of the budget package, through Bill 97: Plan to Protect Ontario
(Budget Measures) Act, 2026, the Province has introduced changes to the Municipal
Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, 1990 (MFIPPA).

MFIPPA Updates

The budget package outlines several proposed updates that willimpact how MFIPPA is
administered. These changes include:

e Using business days instead of calendar days to calculate various timelines;

¢ Extending the timeline to provide records or notice that a record will not be given
from 30 days to 45 days;

e Updating the definition of a record to include electronic records and records
stored in digital formats;
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¢ Allowing the head of an institution to respond to requests for access to records by
proposing a plan for providing access in stages under certain circumstances;

e Providing for a second extension under certain circumstances; and

¢ Introducing new privacy provisions including requirements for privacy impact
assessments, privacy breach safeguards, and reporting requirements.

As an Association, we commend the Province for responding to calls from our members
to modernize MFIPPA legislation. We look forward to working with the government to
ensure any updates to the legislation meet the needs of municipal administrators. This
includes ensuring that municipalities receive adequate timelines and the resources
needed to implement these changes regardless of the current maturity of their privacy
and information program.

Our 2024 submission built on successive years of advocating for a modernized MFIPPA
and called for the Act to be brought into the 21 century. Among other recommendations,
we called on the Province to comprehensively review this 36-year-old legislation. In our
submission, we shared 20 recommendations with the Province with the goal of
modernizing MFIPPA and freedom of information (FOI) processes and enhancing privacy
protections.

While we are pleased to see the Province implement some of our recommendations, we
will continue to push for a comprehensive review of the legislation to provide much-
needed clarity on top issues our members have identified, such as third-party
notification, councillor records and the application of the frivolous and vexatious
exemption, and guidance on applicability of the Actto new and emerging trends such as
artificial intelligence.

Modern legislation, combined with more support and guidance, will help municipalities
continue to be the most open level of government with accountability and transparency
at the core of operations. We look forward to continuing to advocate on your behalf to
ensure municipal administrators have the tools needed to run efficient and effective
information management programs.

We will be deep diving into the bill and will have more to share next week. In the
meantime, if you have comments about the proposed changes, please reach out to our
advocacy team.
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Budget Overview

With respect to other items introduced through the budget, we have provided our
analysis below.

In our pre-budget submission, we recommended that the Province:

e Committo the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)’s call for a social
and economic prosperity review, with the goal of ensuring that municipalities have
revenue streams appropriate for the services they are expected to deliver;

e Complete the Property Tax and Assessment System Review and ensure that the
next assessment cycle starts as soon as possible; and

¢ Modernize the legislative and regulatory environment to improve local service
delivery.

The 2026 budget speech included similar themes from both the 2025 budget and Fall
Economic Statement, with most of the “big ticket” measures aimed at ensuring Ontario’s
economic competitiveness with initiatives that support the business community. It also
continues to signal the Province's desire for municipalities to reduce development
charges.

It also referenced announcements made during the Fall Economic Statement, as well as
those made in the last few weeks. As we know, the budget for the current fiscal year
already funds these initiatives.

There was also some good news for municipalities as it relates to our Issue Profile
priorities, with the budget document itself touting investments in infrastructure:

e An additional $300 million over six years through the Community Sport and
Recreation Infrastructure Fund for repairs or upgrades to existing sports and
recreation facilities or to build new facilities.

e An additional $15 million for an extended Northern Ontario Resource
Development Support Fund for core assets such as roads and bridges.

The budget document also announces plans for future legislation to streamline
Municipal Education Property Tax Remittances by changing how the Education Property
Tax (EPT) is collected as a measure to reduce administrative burden. The proposal would
see the funding remitted through provincial payments beginning in 2028 if the legislation
were to pass.
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While there is good news, we remain concerned about proposals which contain tight
implementation timelines for municipalities and their staff, particularly in an election
year. Municipal staff need adequate timelines for implementation, and there must be
extensive and comprehensive consultation with the sector on how proposals are
executed when they impact municipal operations.

Overall financial outlook

Ontario’s deficit grew from $7.8 billion to $13.8 billion, which was higher than projected.
In the current fiscal year, Ontario is projecting a deficit of $12.3 billion, with deficit
projections at $13.8 billion for 2026-27 and $6.1 billion for 2027-28. There is a planned
surplus of $0.6 billion in 2028-29.

Given the tough economic conditions facing the province as a result of ongoing U.S.
tariffs, global turmoil, and the uncertainty surrounding the upcoming review of the
Canada-U.S.-Mexico Agreement (CUSMA), the Province

is projecting the unemployment rate will increase to 7.4% in 2026, forecasting a drop to
6.4% by 2028.

Budget Bill

The budget bill, Bill 97: Plan to Protect Ontario (Budget Measures) Act, 2026, actions
some of the previously announced Provincial measures. This includes the amalgamation
of conservation authorities and setting out transition rules for this process, including new
authority for the Minister of the Environment to issue direction to transition to a regional
watershed-based framework for authorities.

It also includes changes to the Retail Business Holiday Act. The Province had previously
announced proposed changes to allow retail businesses the option of remaining open,
with particular reference to Family Day and Victoria Day. The bill would repeal Victoria
Day from the definition of holiday, with further amendments proposed for the City of
Toronto Act and Municipal Actincluding new limits on municipal ability to require
closures on Family Day and Victoria Day. Should the bill pass, municipalities may need to
revisit any bylaws with respect to retail business to ensure consistency.

We will continue to monitor the budget bill as it progresses through the Legislative

Assembly for potential impacts to our members.

For more information or questions, please contact our policy and advocacy team and
subscribe to our policy blog for regular policy updates.
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Advocacy Update: Province Announces Changes to Upper-Tier
Composition & Gives Regional Chairs 'Strong Chair' Powers

Today, Minister Flack introduced Bill 100, Better Regional Government Act,
2026, which makes amendments to the Municipal Act, 2001, and the
Municipal Elections Act, 1996. The legislation is purported to ensure
municipal governments respond quickly to economic and housing
challenges and strengthen decision-making.

We are concerned about the impacts the proposed changes will have on
the municipal and school board elections in affected municipalities,
including adding additional strain for election administrators who are in the
middle of planning and implementing the 2026 elections.

Among the announced proposals, the bill will:

o Authorize the Government to change municipal council composition,
including minister regulation-making authority:

Item 2b
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o Simcoe County council would be reduced from 32 members to
17. The new council would be made up of mayors of the 16
lower-tier municipalities, plus the warden.

o Niagara Regional council would be reduced from 32 members
to 13 members. The new council would include the mayors of
each of Niagara’s 12 lower-tier municipalities plus the regional
chair.

o Provide the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing with regulation-
making authority to set out weighted voting rules for upper-tier
municipal councils starting with the term following the 2026 regular
election.

« Provide authority going forward to appoint the head of council of the
regions of Durham, Halton, Niagara, Peel, Waterloo, York, Muskoka
District, and the warden of Simcoe County, and authority for those
individuals to be deemed a member of council.

The bill also proposes amendments to the Municipal Elections Act, which
include transitional provisions as well as a clause in the event the bill does
not pass by May 1, that any person who filed a nomination for the elected
office of upper-tier chair in subsection 218.1 (2) of the Municipal Act or any
office for council of Region of Niagara would be deemed withdrawn.

Changes like these are ones we have advised the Government to avoid in
an election year. We are disappointed that the Ford Government has
decided to ignore our cautions. If passed, the proposals announced today
could significantly impact the ability of municipalities to deliver effective,
accountable, and cost-efficient municipal and school board elections. We
also recognize that there remains uncertainty with school board elections.
Minister Calandra has indicated that a decision about school board
governance will come in mid-April.

Further, as an Association, we have been consistent in our opposition to
strong mayor powers as it relates to organizational structures and
employment matters, including the hiring and removal of municipal staff.
We have continued to press for clarity on strong mayor powers and how
they are implemented, given the current legislative and regulatory gaps.
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As part of the Minister's announcement, he said he would provide 'strong
chair' powers to these provincially-appointed heads of council. The strong
mayor provisions of the Act do not appear to be amended by this bill;
however, there are proposals open for comment in a regulatory posting.
Our team will be taking a closer look at the regulatory posting, but it
appears there is a proposal related to restricted acts, which we have long
called for clarity on.

We will seek clarity on whether the ministry intends to make future
amendments to the Municipal Act. Nevertheless, the extension of a version
of these powers to chairs who are provincially appointed will likely further
muddy the waters of implementation. The Minister has indicated that these
powers will mirror strong mayor powers.

As always, our team will continue to evaluate opportunities to support our
members in navigating these changes, and we will provide updates as
appropriate. In the meantime, we encourage you to reach out to us with
any questions or concerns.
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Item 3

Ministry of Ministére des
Municipal Affairs Affaires municipales
and Housing et du Logement P »,)
.y
Office of the Minister Bureau du ministre /E
777 Bay Street, 17t Floor 777, rue Bay, 17¢ étage o
Toronto ON M7A 2J3 Toronto (Ontario) M7A 2J3
Tel.: 416 585-7000 Tél. : 416 585-7000
234-2026-1123
April 1, 2026

On March 30, 2026, our government introduced the Building Homes and Improving
Transportation Infrastructure Act, 2026, (Bill 98). Through this legislation and
accompanying measures, we are creating the conditions for Ontario to build the housing
and infrastructure it needs to grow and remain competitive. These changes will help get
shovels in the ground faster for much-needed housing, and housing enabling-
infrastructure projects, while improving the way people and goods move across Ontario.

A brief description of the proposals in this bill are included in this letter below. You are
also invited to review the Environmental Registry of Ontario and Requlatory Registry of
Ontario posting links provided with this letter and share any feedback you may have.

If you have any questions, please reach out to my Director of Stakeholder and Caucus
Relations, Tanner Zelenko, at Tanner.Zelenko@ontario.ca

| look forward to our continued collaboration with our municipal partners as we build a
more prosperous, resilient and competitive economy that will enhance affordability and
the quality of life for Ontario residents and families.

Sincerely,

Hon. Robert J. Flack
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing

C. Prabmeet Sarkaria, Minister of Transportation
Todd McCarthy, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
Graydon Smith, Associate Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Robert Dodd, Chief of Staff, Minister’s Office
Matthew Rae, Parliamentary Assistant, Municipal Affairs and Housing
Laura Smith, Parliamentary Assistant, Municipal Affairs and Housing
Brian Saunderson, Parliamentary Assistant, Municipal Affairs and Housing
Martha Greenberg, Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs and Housing
David McLean, Assistant Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs and Housing
Laurie Miller, Assistant Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs and Housing
Sean Fraser, Assistant Deputy Minister, Municipal Affairs and Housing
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Development Charges Act, 1997 — Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Schedule 3 of the Bill would make amendments to the Development Charges Act, 1997.

New section 4.5 would provide that non-profit retirement home developments are exempt from
development charges.

The Schedule would also make technical amendments to address out-of-date cross-references in
provisions related to front-ending agreements.

You may provide your comments on the proposed changes to the Development Charges Act,
1997 through the Ontario Regulatory Registry
https://www.regulatoryreqistry.gov.on.ca/proposal/52054

Municipal Act, 2001 — Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing

The Schedule repeals and remakes section 93 of the Municipal Act, 2001, to address barriers to
the development of communal water and wastewater systems and increase housing supply
across Ontario.

New subsection 93 (1) of the Act provides that no person shall construct, maintain or operate a
non-municipal water or sewage public utility without first applying for and obtaining the consent
of the municipality. Under new subsection 93 (2) of the Act, a municipality that receives an
application for one of these utilities must review that application and either provide consent
subject to conditions and limits that are agreed upon, or, in the case of a regulation having been
made setting out criteria or conditions that must be met, and the municipality is of the opinion
that regulated requirements have been met, the municipality must provide consent to the
application. Regulation-making authority would be made to establish the criteria or conditions
related to applications for consent and for the proposed public utility.

You may provide your comments on the proposed changes to the Municipal Act, 2001 through the
Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) notice and the Ontario Regulatory Registry (ERO 026-
0302) from March 30, 2026 to April 29, 2026.

Planning Act — Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing

Schedule 7 of the Bill proposes the following amendments to the Planning Act that would help
create the conditions necessary to support housing and community development. If passed, the
proposed changes would:
e Specify a standardized structure and a standardized set of land use designations for local
official plans (i.e., lower- and single-tier municipalities and planning boards).
e Provide a two-phased implementation approach for the new official plan framework which
focuses on the 29 large and fast-growing municipalities in the first phase,
¢ Remove redundant requirement for municipalities to include climate change policies in their
official plans,
e Provide the Minister with authority to exempt lower-tier municipalities from requirement to
conform with upper-tier official plan to facilitate voluntary early implementation of the
proposed official plan framework,
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e Provide that for an already approved Protected Major Transit Station Area (PMTSA), only
official plan amendments changing the boundaries of the PMTSA or the planned population
and jobs for the area would require the Minister’s approval,

e Remove the legislative requirement for the Minister to provide notice on proposed
amendments to or revocations of Minister's Zoning Orders (MZOs),

e Provide flexibility for removing Simcoe County’s planning responsibilities in up to three
separate phases, based on municipal readiness, and

o Facilitate the implementation of provisions from Bill 23, the More Homes Built Faster
Act, 2022, that provide for a new framework for developer-identified land, including
encumbered land and privately owned public spaces (POPS) arrangements, to count
toward municipal parkland dedication requirements.

e Remove references to “sustainable design” from site plan control and restrict
municipalities from requiring an owner of land to provide electric vehicle supply
equipment in connection with off-street vehicular parking facilities, so that
municipalities may not impose ’enhanced’ development standards at the lot level that
are not required for health, safety, or environmental performance (e.g., stormwater).

e Provide the Minister with authority to establish a minimum lot size through regulation.

We are interested in receiving your comments on these proposed measures. Comments can be
made through the Environmental Registry of Ontario and the Ontario Regulatory Registry from
March 30, 2026, to April 29, 2026:
e ERO 026-0300: Proposed Planning Act, City of Toronto Act, 2006, Building Code Act,
1992 and Municipal Act, 2001 Changes (Schedules 7, 2 and 1 of Bill 98, the Building
Homes and Improving Transportation Infrastructure Act, 2026.

We are also interested in receiving any comments you may have on other associated proposals:

e ERO 026-0315: Consultation on upper-tier official plans, secondary plans, and site and
area-specific policies

e ERO 026-0310: Consultation on site plan control reform under the Planning Act and the
City of Toronto Act, 2006

e ERO 026-0305: Proposed Changes to Various Regulations Under the Planning Act to
Facilitate the Electronic Submission of Information and Materials to Approval Authorities
and Allow Notices to be Given Electronically to the Province

e ERO 026-0314: Proposed Changes to Various Regulations Under the Planning Act and the
City of Toronto Act, 2006 to Specify Additional “Prescribed Professions” for the Purposes of
a Complete Application

e ERO 026-0313: Streamlining the Information and Material that Planning Authorities can
Require as Part of a Complete Application

e ERO 026-0309: Proposed Regulation to Prohibit Mandatory Enhanced Development
Standards as a Condition of Land Division Approvals

e ERO 026-0311: Proposed Regulatory Approach to Establish a Minimum Residential Lot
Size in Urban Areas

e ERO 026-0304: Draft Projection Methodology Guideline to support the implementation of
the Provincial Planning Statement, 2024

e ERO 026-0312: Proposed Changes to Support Standardizing of Parkland Requirements
Under the Planning Act
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The Environmental Registry postings provide additional details regarding the proposed changes.
Building Code Act, 1992 — Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing

Schedule 1 amends the Building Code Act, 1992 to clarify that standards for the protection or
conservation of the environment are included in the meaning of municipal by-laws respecting the
construction or demolition of buildings for the purposes of section 35 of the Act.

ERO 026-0300: Proposed Planning Act, City of Toronto Act, 2006, Building Code Act, 1992 and
Municipal Act, 2001 Changes (Schedules 7, 2 and 1 of Bill 98, the Building Homes and Improving
Transportation Infrastructure Act, 2026.

City of Toronto Act, 2006 — Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing

The proposed change would, through various amendments to section 114 of the City of Toronto
Act, 2006, remove references to “sustainable design” in site plan control. Changes would also be
made to allow the Minister to establish a minimum lot size through regulation under the Planning
Act.

ERO 026-0300: Proposed Planning Act, City of Toronto Act, 2006, Building Code Act, 1992 and
Municipal Act, 2001 Changes (Schedules 7, 2 and 1 of Bill 98, the Building Homes and Improving
Transportation Infrastructure Act, 2026

Water and Wastewater Public Corporations Act, 2025 — Ministry of Municipal Affairs and
Housing

The ministry is proposing legislative amendments to the Water and Wastewater Public
Corporations Act, 2025. These include:

o Explicitly prohibiting private ownership in any new Water and Wastewater Public Corporation
(WWPC) to align with the government’s intent to maintain 100% public sector ownership and
respond to the strong feedback we have heard on the issue from the public, unions,
associations and municipalities regarding privatization.

o Supporting the continuation of services and existing contracts — so that transferred contracts

and agreements are not affected by a transfer to a new WWPC. This includes contracts such
as employment or insurance, permits, licenses or a collective agreement, helping to support an

efficient transfer and continuity of service during the transfer process.

o Supporting labour and employment continuity by clarifying that certain rights (such as
successor, employment, and pay equity rights) are carried forward to a new WWPC.

o This would include regulation-making authority to help ensure continuity of services related to

contracts and employees that are transferred to a new WWPC.

o Prohibiting the transfer of long-term municipal water and wastewater debt to a WWPC to

provide clarity and reduce lender uncertainty, while creating new regulation-making authority to

enable future regulations to address other matters related to municipal debt.


https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0300
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0300

You may provide your comments on the proposed changes to the Water and Wastewater Public
Corporations Act, 2025 through the Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) notice and the
Ontario Regulatory Registry (026-0301) from March 30, 2026 to April 29, 2026.
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0301

Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002 — Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks

Schedule 8 of the Bill proposes a change to the Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002 (SDWA) to clarify
that a drinking water system owned by a WWPC would be considered a municipal drinking water
system under the SDWA. This change would ensure that WWPCs are subject to the same
public health and safety requirements under the SDWA that apply to all municipal drinking water
systems.

The Bill also proposes changes to the Safe Drinking Water Act that would deem municipal
consent to have been provided under the Safe Drinking Water Act for a proposed non-
municipal drinking water system if consent has been provided by a municipality under the
Municipal Act and regulated requirements under that Act were met. This avoids duplication of
the municipal consent and helps to remove a barrier to development on communal systems.

You may provide your comments on the proposed changes to the Safe Drinking Water Act,
2002 through the Environmental Registry of Ontario (ERO) notices related to the Municipal
Act, 2001, 026-0302, and the Water and Wastewater Public Corporations Act, 2025, 026-
0301 from March 30, 2026 to April 29, 2026.

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0301

https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0302

Fare Alignment and Seamless Transit Act, 2026 — Ministry of Transportation

Schedule 4 of the bill enacts the Fare Alignment and Seamless Transit Act, 2026. The proposed
legislation would authorize the Minister of Transportation to make regulations:

1. Prescribing local transit systems in the GTHA that are subject to the Act.

2. Establishing One Fare 2.0, including: setting fare prices and categories; defining eligibility
and fare discount policies; establishing fare and transfer policies between prescribed transit
systems (e.g., free transfers); requiring participation in a unified fare payment system
approved by the Minister (e.g., PRESTO); and determining how fares shall be apportioned
among prescribed transit systems in a geographic zone, which could result in the reallocation
of fare revenue collected in one prescribed transit system to another prescribed transit system
in a different municipality.

3. Improving service to key regional destinations by designating new and existing routes as
“priority routes”, including routes that may cross municipal boundaries; setting service
standards for priority routes; and prescribing requirements for service integration between
prescribed transit systems, including requiring a prescribed transit system to provide services
outside of its primary service area (i.e., in other municipalities).


https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0301
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0301
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0302
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0301
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0301
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0301
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/026-0302

4. Improving specialized transit service, including requiring prescribed specialized transit
systems to: participate in a unified trip booking system approved by the Minister; and provide
transportation a prescribed distance outside of its primary service area (i.e., in another
municipality) without requiring a person with a disability to transfer to a different passenger
transportation system.

5. Creating exemptions from the Act or regulations.
Metrolinx Act, 2006 — Ministry of Transportation

Schedule 5 amends the Metrolinx Act, 2006 to create a voluntary, streamlined compliance
reporting process for Metrolinx which will be more scoped than the traditional building permit
process. The proposed compliance reporting process does not override the existing building
permit process. Instead, it allows for more flexibility for Metrolinx by creating a streamlined
process to get building science expertise from municipalities.

The proposed legislative amendments require municipalities, upon receiving a proposed construction
or demolition notice from Metrolinx, to provide Metrolinx with a report that includes:
e An assessment of whether the proposal would contravene the Building Code.
o Municipalities would not include a review of certain Planning Act requirements
such as municipal zoning bylaw and site plan approvals.
e An assessment of the applicability of the Architects Act or the Professional Engineers
Act.
e An assessment of whether every person who prepared the relevant building documents
had the correct qualifications under the Building Code.
e Any other prescribed information.

The proposed legislation also enables the Minister of Transportation, through regulation, to
prescribe additional exemptions to applicable law and specific timelines for municipal inspections
and conveyance of occupancy reports, among other items.



Item 4

Town of

Lincoln

4800 SOUTH SERVICE RD.,
BEAMSVILLE, ON L3J 1L3

905-563-2799
March 25, 2026

SENT VIA EMAIL: graham.mcgregor@pc.ola.org

Hon. Graham McGregor

Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism
10215 Kennedy Rd. N

Brampton, ON L6Z 0C5

RE: Town of Lincolh Resolution — Request to the Province of Ontario to Extend
the Deadline for Notices of Intention to Designate Listed Heritage Properties

Please be advised that Council of the Corporation of the Town of Lincoln at its
Committee of the Whole Meeting held on March 23, 2026, passed the following
resolution:

Resolution Number: PED-2026-22
Moved by: Councillor Lynn Timmers

WHEREAS amendments to the Ontario Heritage Act under the More Homes Built
Faster Act, 2022 introduced timelines requiring municipalities to issue Notices of
Intention to Designate for properties listed on municipal heritage registers as of
December 31, 2022, originally requiring action by January 1, 2025; and

WHEREAS the Province subsequently amended the legislation through the
Homeowner Protection Act, 2024 to extend the deadline to January 1, 2027 in
response to concerns raised by municipalities and heritage stakeholders; and

WHEREAS municipalities require sufficient time and resources to undertake
research, documentation, consultation, and evaluation to determine whether listed
properties warrant designation under the Ontario Heritage Act; and

WHEREAS the removal of listed properties from municipal heritage registers if the
prescribed timelines are not met may place cultural heritage resources at
increased risk of demolition or irreversible alteration before municipalities have the
opportunity to properly evaluate their cultural heritage value or interest; and

lincoln.ca ©0OY @TownOfLincolnON A place to grow, a place to prosper, a place to belong.



WHEREAS many municipalities, including the Town of Lincoln, do not have
dedicated heritage planning staff and must rely on volunteer Heritage Advisory
Committee members or external heritage consultants to undertake property
evaluations, which can result in additional financial and administrative pressures;
and

WHEREAS municipalities across Ontario are facing significant workloads
associated with evaluating listed properties; and

WHEREAS the Town of Lincoln Heritage Advisory Committee, at its meeting of
March 12, 2026, recommended that Council advocate to the Province of Ontario
for a further extension to the current deadline;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. The Council of the Town of Lincoln endorse the recommendation of its
Heritage Advisory Committee and respectfully request that the Province of
Ontario further amend the Ontario Heritage Act to extend the January 1,
2027 deadline for issuing Notices of Intention to Designate for properties
listed on municipal heritage registers as of December 31, 2022; and

2. The Province consider extending the deadline to January 1, 2030, or
another reasonable timeframe that would provide municipalities with
adequate time to complete heritage evaluations and make informed
designation decisions; and

9. This resolution be circulated to the Minister of Citizenship and
Multiculturalism, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the local
Member of Provincial Parliament, the Association of Municipalities of
Ontario, the Ontario Municipal Heritage Committee Association, and all
Ontario municipalities for their information and consideration.

CARRIED

If you require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact the
undersigned.

Regards,

Julie Kirkelos
own Clerk

lincoln.ca

El1 ¥ @TownofLincolnON A place to grow, a place to prosper, a place to belong.



jkirkelos@lincoln.ca

JK/dp

c.c. Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Niagara West Member of Provincial Parliament
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)
Community Heritage Ontario
All Ontario Municipalities
Manager of Planning and Development
Chair of the Heritage Advisory Committee

lincoln.ca [E1¥ @TownofLincolnON A place to grow, a place to prosper, a place to belong.



Item 5

= ' Town of Saugeen Shores
SaugeenShores 600 Tomlinson Drive, P.O. Box 820
/\/ Port Elgin, ON NOH 2CO0

March 23, 2026

SENT VIA EMAIL

The Honourable Doug Ford
Premier of Ontario
premier@ontario.ca

The Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy
Minister of Finance
minister.fin@ontario.ca

The Honourable Graham McGregor, MPP
Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism
graham.mcgregor@pc.ola.org

RE: Architectural Conservancy of Ontario (ACO) Proposal to include $10M per year in the
2026 provincial budget for Heritage Helping Housing (HHH) grant funding

At the March 23, 2026, Regular Council meeting for the Town of Saugeen Shores, the

attached motion was passed endorsing the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario (ACO) Proposal
to include $10M per year in the 2026 provincial budget for Heritage Helping Housing (HHH) grant
funding.

Sincerely,

\z[m%ug&w« Mesaley
Hailey Leigh-Mossley
Deputy Clerk
Encl.
cc. MPP Lisa Thompson
All Ontario Municipalities

N
f’\\ % T 519.832.2008 F 519.832.2140 @SaugeenShoresON saugeenshores.ca
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THE CORPORATION OF THE
TOWN OF SAUGEEN SHORES

MOVED BY: C. Grace RESOLUTION NO: _096-2026

SECONDED BY: M. Myatt DATE: _ March 23, 2026

Whereas older buildings have inherent sustainability and provide economic, environmental and
social benefits for Ontario communities; and,

Whereas re-use of existing buildings reduces the need for increased infrastructure that
accompanies new builds such as sewer and water services, new roads and sidewalks; and,

Whereas re-use of existing building can reduce construction waste and extend the life
expectancy of landfills; and,

Whereas keeping older buildings helps a community remain visually richer and enhances
identity while building its tourism brand and appeal; and,

Whereas creating a new, application-based, matching grant program of $10M/year, modelled on
an existing Alberta program would incentivize owners and smaller developers to keep, fix and
reuse heritage buildings to create new housing; and,

Whereas such a grant program would provide an alternative to the Ontario heritage property tax
relief program, which has limited impact on developers and reduces municipal revenues; and,

Whereas such a grant program would provide a simpler and more direct way for heritage
building owners to fund renovations or conservation; and,

Whereas Ontario developers surveyed by the National Trust for Canada in 2014 ranked a
heritage-revolving fund as their top incentive to encourage heritage development if:

o the grants are simple to apply for and to administer; and,

o the fund is large enough to meet at least 33% of the demand so that applicants have a
reasonable chance of recovering the cost and effort of applying.

Therefore, be it Resolved That the Council of the Town of Saugeen Shores endorse the
Architectural Conservancy of Ontario (ACO) Proposal to include $10M per year in the 2026
provincial budget for Heritage Helping Housing (HHH) grant funding, and that this resolution be
sent to the Premier, Minister of Finance, Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism, and MPP
Lisa Thompson, and be circulated to all municipalities in Ontario.

Carried

Carried, as amended

Defeated

Deferred A
Referred 2
Tabled

Withdrawn

[ W Wy iy Wy W

Mayor



NEENA

NORTHEASTERN MANITOULIN & THE ISLANDS

Box 608, Little Current, POP 1KO
705-368-3500

Please see below a Resolution passed by the Council of Northeastern Maniotulin and the Islands.
If your Council supports this motion please share with the appropriate Ministries and Organizations.

Thank You

Resolution No. 75-03-2026
Moved by: B. Wood
Seconded by: P. Aelick

Whereas the Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands, like many municipalities, utilizes
chip-and-tar surface treatment on a significant portion of its road network; and

Whereas the Town has observed a substantial decrease in the length of time these treated roads
remain in acceptable condition; and

Whereas the quality and durability of the oil used in the surface treatment appears to be a
contributing factor; and

Whereas the Ministry of the Environment amended its regulations several years ago, permitting only
lighter-grade oils for environmental considerations; and

Whereas the reduced durability of the lighter-grade product has resulted in more frequent
resurfacing cycles and has consequently led to increasing maintenance costs;

Now therefore be it resolved that the Town of Northeastern Manitoulin and the Islands
respectfully requests that the Ministry of the Environment reconsider its decision regarding the
lighter grade of oil, taking into account the increased number of applications required, as well as the
associated additional time, energy, and financial burden placed on municipalities or develops a
better alternative oil.

And Further that this motion be forwarded to the Ministry of Environment, AMO, Good Roads,
FONOM, MPP Bill Rosenburg, and all other municipalities.

Carried

Item 6



TOWNSHIP OF

BRUDENELL, LYNDOCH AND RAGLAN
42 Burnt Bridge Road, PO Box 40
Palmer Rapids, Ontario K0J 2E0
TEL: (613) 758-2061 - FAX: (613) 758-2235

April 1, 2026

The Honourable Michael Kerzner
Solicitor General

Ministry of the Solicitor General
25 Grosvenor Street, 18th Floor
Toronto, ON M7A 1Y6

The Honourable Zee Hamid

Associate Solicitor General for Auto Theft and Bail Reform
Ministry of the Solicitor General

25 Grosvenor Street, 18th Floor

Toronto, ON M7A 1Y6

MPP Billy Denault
84 Isabella St. #6,
Pembroke, ON K8A 5S5

RE: Provincial Ball Notification Program

Dear Leaders,

Please be advised that at the Regular Council Meeting on April 1st, 2026, Council for
the Corporation of the Township of Brudenell, Lyndoch and Raglan passed the following
resolution, supporting the correspondence from the OPP Detachment Board -~ James
Bay East.

Item 7



Resolution No: 2026-04-01-04
Moved by: Councillor Quade
Seconded by: Councillor Banks

“Be It resolved that the Council for the Corporation of the Township of Brudenell,
Lyndoch and Raglan support the OPP Detachment Board — James Bay East regarding
a Provincial Bail Notification Program as attached.

And further that this resolution be forwarded to the all OPP Detachment Boards, and

all municipalities in Ontario.”
Carried.

Sincerely,

Tamm;zhompson

Deputy Clerk
Township of Brudenell, Lyndoch and Raglan



OPP DETACHMENT BOARD-JAMES BAY EAST 0P DFTACHMERT ROAARD - JAMES BAY [AST
Cassandra Chilld, Aouc, DipLMA. = Secretary-Treasurer P COMSE/L DE DETACHEMENT DE LA

171 Fourth Avenue OPP /7 POLIGE PROVIHCIALE - BAIE JAMES - £5T
Cochrane, Ontarlo, Canada, POL 1C0 ~ I~

T: 705-272-4381| F: 705-272-8068 4 plamshifoespren

E: gcassandra.child@cochraneontarle.com

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY/TREASURER OPP DETACHMENT BOARD-JAMES BAY EAST

February 20, 2026
VIA EMAIL

The Honourable Michael Kerzner
Solicitor General

Ministry of the Solicltor General
25 Grosvenor Street, 18" Floor
Toronto, ON M7A 1Y6

The Honourable Zee Hamid

Associate Solicitor General for Auto Theft and Bail Reform
Ministry of the Solicitor General

25 Grosvenor Strest, 18™ Floor

Toranto, ON M7A 1Y6

MPP John Vanthof
Pinewood Centre, Unit 5
247 Whitewood Avenue
New Liskeard, ON POJ 1P0

Dear Leaders,

On behalf of the OPP Detachment Board — James Bay East | am pleased to offer this fetter In strong support of Victim
Crisis Assistance Ontario (VCAQ) agencies across the province and the development of a coordinated Provincial Bail

Notification Program.

VCAO organizations are essential partners in community safety and well-being. They provide Immediate, trauma-
informed support to Indlviduals and familles affected by crime and tragic circumstances, often at the most vulnerable
moments In their lives. Their staff and volunteers work closely with police services to ensure survivors receive timely
safety planning, crisls intervention, and connections to critical supports. This parinership enhances our abillty to
respond effectively, reduces risk, and strengthens trust with those we serve.

Timely and reliable bail notification is a vital component of victim safety. The current system is inconsistent across
jurisdictions and leaves survivors at risk when they are not informed of release conditions or bail decisions that may
impact their safety planning. A province-wide bail notification program, led in partnership with VCAO agencies, will
ensure victims receive clear, coordinated, and rapid notification, regardless of where the offence occurred or where
the accused Is released. This is not only a matter of safety but also an essential part of ensuring victims' rights,
dignity, and confidence in the justice system.

The OPP Detachment Board- James Bay East fully supports:

1. Strengthened Investment in VCAO agencies, recognizing them as critical frontline partners in community
safety and in supporting survivors of crime.



2. A standardized, province-wide bail notification system, designed in partnership with police services, VCAQs,
and Justice partners to promote timely communication, reduce rigk, and improve outcomes for victims.

3. Ongoing collaboration between police and VCAO, Including shared training, coordinated response models,
and information pathways that Improve both public safety and victim care.

VCAOQ agencles dellver high-quality services that directly complement police response. A provincial bail notification
program will further enhance our collective abllity to keep communities safe and uphold the rights of survivors. We
urge the Government of Ontario to move forward with the development, implementation, and sustainable funding of

this program.

Thank you for your consideration. The OPP Detachment Board-James Bay East is commitied to working
collaboratively and constructively with our VCAQ pariners and with provinclal ministries to support this important and
urgently needed initiative.

Yours truly,

OPP DETACHMENT BOARD-JAMES BAY EAST

Cassandra Child, AoMc, Dipl.M.A.
Seacretary/Treasurer

fere

c.C.
All Ontario municipalities
All Ontario OPP Detachment Boards



From: Pamela Scanlon <Pamela.Scanlon@Ryan.com> On Behalf Of Paul
Sullivan

Sent: Wednesday, March 25, 2026 12:51 PM

Cc: Pamela Scanlon <Pamela.Scanlon@ryan.com>

Subject: Unfreeze Ontario - The Cost of Inaction

Good afternoon,

My name is Paul Sullivan and I am partner with Ryan. My role in the firm is
to advocate on behalf of taxpayers to ensure fairness and equity through
good tax policy. The frozen assessment roll in Ontario is hurting all types of
businesses throughout our communities.

Please see attached background article as well as a proposed motion for
Mayor and Council.

We hope you will pass a motion to this effect and contribute to making
Ontario fair and competitive for all businesses. This is an urgent matter as
Government must direct MPAC to create a 2027 Assessment Role in the near
future. It would be anticipated that taxpayers would receive their new
assessment in November.

Yours truly,

Paul Sullivan

Principal, Practice Leader Advocacy and Tax Policy Canada
Ryan ULC

2500 - 320 Granville Street

Vancouver, BC V6C 1S9

604.331.7300 Direct / 604.341.3270 Mobile
//Ryan.com/Canada

Local experts with access to global resources.

Ryan’s property tax team delivers tax certainty. LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR SERVICES
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Ontario’s Tax Freeze:
Costing Jobs, Raising Prices

Unfair property tax policies are placing a hidden tariff
on consumers, driving up the cost of goods and putting
immense pressure on small businesses. Local retailers,
the backbone of our communities, are overtaxed,
threatening jobs and economic stability across Ontario.

Who's Bearing the Hidden Consumer Tariff in Ontario?

Local Businesses, Unfairly Taxed

Unfair taxation is placing a hidden burden on local
communities across Ontario. Independent businesses
are overtaxed, driving up prices for consumers and
putting jobs and livelihoods at risk. Residents are paying
the price while trying to support their local retailers.

Residents want to support local businesses but are
facing higher prices due to an outdated tax system that
favors large properties. This province-wide issue is
putting undue pressure on communities and demands
immediate action.

Retail and Office Tenants Overpay
While Others Get a Pass

Ontario’s outdated assessed values are putting jobs and local
businesses at risk. Retail and office tenants are taxed based on
inflated values, while other businesses get a pass—leaving everyday
residents to make up the difference through higher prices.

N

It’s time to reassess and restore fairness.

% Under/Over Taxation

Median Overtaxation

RETAIL JOBS

@ 26% 826,000

of all jobs OFFICE JOBS

in Ontario 1,294,000

34.6% I 3 .6%

Property Taxes Out of Sync with Reality

Assessed Value as % of Sale Price

Ontario’s property tax system is out of sync with market

[ | | reality. Retail and office properties have declined in value,
yet remain overtaxed, while other businesses—whose
values have tripled—are undertaxed.

1,500

properties
evaluated @
RETAIL OFFICE OTHER BUSINESSES
Property
I values

Overtaxed Undertaxed

3 value
X tripled

- Without reassessment, struggling retail and office sectors
face rising costs, lower occupancy, and mounting pressure.
The Only Province Without How out of date are Ontario assessments?

Reassessment Since the Pandemic

Ontario is the only province that hasn’t
reassessed property values since the pandemic.
As of January 1%t 2025, Ontario taxes were
based on values that are 108 months in the past,
while in the rest of Canada assessed values are
6-24 months in the past.

Regular reassessments give businesses the
stability to plan and invest. Without it, struggling
sectors like retail and office face uncertainty and
discouraging costs.

It's Time to Reassess and Restore Fairness
Reassess Ontario’s Properties:

Support Local Jobs and Economic Balance

Learn more at ryan.com




We kindly request that that Council call on the Government of Ontario to promptly move to
update property assessments in the Province.

The following resolution has been drafted for Council’s consideration at its next meeting:

e WHEREAS a well-functioning and up-to-date assessment system supports strong
communities and makes the province an attractive place to invest; and

e WHEREAS property assessments in Ontario have not been updated in over a decade,
making them the most outdated in Canada, while provinces such as Alberta and British
Columbia update assessments annually to reflect current market conditions; and

e WHEREAS the prolonged pause in the reassessment cycle has created significant
distortions in assessed values, resulting in inequities among property classes; and

e WHEREAS outdated assessments negatively impact investment decisions, economic
competitiveness, municipal planning, and disproportionately affect independent small
businesses; and

e WHEREAS reassessments are designed to be revenue neutral for the municipality,
ensure fairness in taxation, maintain public confidence in the property tax system, and
support long-term municipal financial planning; and

e WHEREAS a coalition of municipalities, chambers of commerce, tourism
organizations, small businesses, and major property owners have called upon the
Government of Ontario to update property assessments;

e NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of [Name of Municipality] hereby
calls upon the Premier of Ontario and the Minister of Finance to direct the Municipal
Property Assessment Corporation to promptly resume the regular property assessment
cycle; and

e BEIT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the
Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario; the Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister
of Finance; the Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing; the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario; and the Municipal Property Assessment
Corporation for their consideration and timely action.
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